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RAISED GARDENS FLANNED

Some of our members find it difficult to continua”y bend and kneel
while tcncling ’c!’ncirgardcn. With this in mind, your Board of Directors

is looking into constructing raised garclcn beds next summer.

Altl’:ough still in the Planning stage, the new beds will allow users to
grow crops while standing. As visualized, each P!ot will be
aPProximatclg two feet (0.6m) higl') with a gardcning area of four bg
cight feet (1 2x2.4m). (Users will be able to casiig reach the centre of
their gardcn from either side.

Construction and maintenance costs of these garclcns will no doubt
be higl‘ncr than for our rcgular ones. For those reasons, rental of the
Plots will be $12.50 ($10 for seniors) a season, the same Pricc as a

standard half-size garclcn.

Wc would like to hear from you. Wou'd you find such a gardcn useful?
(Gardeners' feedback will hclp us determine how many Plots may
cvcntua”y be built. KCCP in mind that ti”ing, quecP, etc., will be
cntircly up to you. Onlg a small number would be built next season,
with more added in coming years if needed. Call Denis St-Jcan at
224-9169 with your tl—»oughts, or write to him at
denis.st-jean2@sympatico.ca.




2004 GARDEN COMFPETITIONWINNERS!

Our Popular annual gardcn comPctition E)iclded a wholc new crop o{r winners this year. A{thr
visiting the gardcns a number of times, our favorite }udgc, Marg Keid, who owns the C;yrccn
T_humb C;arden C,entre, was able to narrow her li:;t down to the names that appear below.
Marg reports that it was Particu.xfarlg difticult for her to Pic‘.( the winners, since there were so

many outstanding gardcns. But "she done her duty", as usual. Manﬂ thanks, Marg!

Tlﬁe Winners -

Bﬂst }\/‘ aintained Cﬁarc}ct: . Heather Park-Wheeler, #54. A neat and tidy garden,

with an abundance of veggies ~ hi“cd‘ up Plantings. Thc gardcn 15 brigl‘xtcned bf) clumps of

|

keep in check!®

nasturtiums ~ not the easiest to

,N/‘Oﬁt Llniquc Cigard’c ns: Yuqiu Guo, # 182 i‘l‘_d #185. ‘*T_hc most creative use of

5ta§<ing ~ every Possib‘e kind ... using other veggics as stakes - and even suntlowers as the

‘ o Y
corner marking Postb.

> 1 [ i N
bcst I lanned (’Jardc [RE Than chando, #157. "What a great use of space ~ every
last inch/centimeter! Sitill no skimping on the selections with carrots, beets, squash {jamilg,

beans, tomatoes, cauli{:lower, suntlowers ~ the list goes on!”

b(tﬁt CLS'OP \/arictq: Gcnzao Zhang & Ling Wa Luo, #106. ”()bviou,.usly ncatig

planned and maintained with the array of crops in this Plot - cabf)agc and kohlrabi are just two,
then add on enough root veggies to last the winter for all.»
.\,,,jl,xdgc‘s (»/‘ﬂCHCC: 59'v;a Stang!'lctta) #180. "What a mixture in this Plot - from veggies
to herbs to flowers and back again. Bright and colourful yet functional and usctul.®

— -~ i s - . e Er
B(ﬁ‘,:ﬂ’ :jm;a” C;a raden (tie): Colleen Simms, #87F . "\What a beautiful array of Howers,

well planncd and well Planted - asters, marigoHs, Poppics, iris, violets, dag lilies - a great

combination of perennials and annuals - and what a source as a 'picking’ garden.®
F P S8

F)G:st \Sma

gardex1, with half a barrel for P!anting too. \/cggics and Howers live togcthcr in this 'red’ garden

| C};}a raen \(bieh Gcorgina Galwag, #114W. "] eveled and textured is this

- beets, SWiSS c}mrcl, bee-balm and what's a red gardcn without a red Pickct fencel

CONGRATULATIONS TOALL!



MORE HEADACHES

Like weeds, some problems pop up each summer. Our compost bins, skillfully maintained
by the Galway Gang, have once more had uncompostable material thrown into them.
Please remember: plastic, metal, glass, dirty diapers (believe it or not) and rocks play
havoc with the bins. There is a special rock pile for your discarded stones, and a couple of
large metal drums next to the lockers are awaiting your other stuff.

Things seemed to be looking up in 2003 when only a few gardens became weed-bound.
Alas, there was a substantial increase in the number of weedy gardens this past summer.
Owners of the plots were notified and a few licenses will not be renewed next season.
Don't become part of this statistic. Keep your weeds under control, and if you have a
legitimate reason for neglecting your garden, please nofify any Director.

Maintenance Director Terry Ingratta has organized a team of volunteers to make and
paint new markers for the gardens. Over the years, some stakes have been moved
around with the result that a number of boundaries have gone wayward, so to speak.
Next spring, all plots will be properly aligned and marked. Hooray!

RESPECTING GARDEN
BOUNDARIES

An annual source of frustration for some
gardeners is the habit of a few others to
trespass onto their neighbours' plots. NAGA
Directors have witnessed damage caused by
thoughtless persons who have tromped
outside the boundaries of their own gardens,
killing plants and compacting the soil of other
gardens. ‘

This must stop. Rules apply to all of us equally.
Everyone, including each NAGA Director,
pays for the use of his or her garden and has
the right to use the entire space. Those who
encroached upon their neighbours' plots last
season have been notified and risk losing
their gardening privileges.

On arelated matter, a few gardeners let their
vine crops spil a considerable distance

A tractor plows the allotment garden fields in outside the limits of their plots this summer,
preparation for the winter ahead. Twice a year, causing lawn mowing problems and violating
in the fall and in the spring, the soil in all our the conditions of their membership
annual plots is turned over, guaranteeing the agreement. In the future, any such crops will
best possible growing conditions. Now all you be cut back and the offending gardeners

have to do is plan your garden. nofified.




AILINGTOMATOES

Qpite a tew gara‘cncrs expcricnced tomato crop
failure this summer. | eaves 5uddcnly turned black
and the Plants died, léaving unriPcneA fruit and
causing much frustration. We asked Marg Reid what

the likeliest cause could bc, and this is what she

i
answered:

‘rhe chiel reason was excessive humidity and
Y
watering from the top. You will recall that we
expcrienccd' avery rainy $€ason. ln {jact, there were
many a‘ays when it was Practica”g imPossib[c to get
to our gardens. The muggy air barclg moved and
overcast skies hid the M:c~giving Sun.
Martj advises getting rid of diseased leaves as soon
as they fall off. Lcaving them on the Plants will
Promotc the sPrcad of disecase. ]n their latest seed
catalogue_, Stokcs also attributes many of the
diseases to a) unsterilized foam trays; b\ unsterilized
45;
otting soi!; c) unsanitar oreenhouse conditions;
P 5 Yy g
and d\ neighboring Plants such as goldcnrod, wild
tumip and asparagus that can harbor disease.
"here are some other possible causes, most of
P
which boil down to unhtjgienic growing conditions.
T he moral: bug P!ants on§9 from rcputab!c dealers.
If you erow your own from seed, make sure your
you g Y Y

too!s, soil and containers are sterilized.

Be a good
Neighbour!

Plant
inside
your

plot

line

So Long, Sunﬂowcrsli

5unﬂowcrs are hardy P]ants. As everyone
knows, thcg can grow to enormous hcights
and withstand high winds on sturdy, woodg
stems. But thcg are also a Problcm. T!’IC
very stems that suPPort them are cxtrcmclg
difficult to compost, taking many years to
break down and dclaging the usefulness of

comPost hcaps.

After much consideration, it has been
decided that the culture of sunflowers in
our gardcns will no longcr be Pcrmittcc]. All
gardcncrs will be asked to remove them

while the Plants are still young.

Your coopcration will be aPPrcciatcd.

New Look

In the spring. your application form will have a new look. The terms and conditions of
renting a garden plot will be included with the application and must be signed before

your application to renew is considered.




CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGLE

[ versince NAGA was formcc/, Nancg K ooyak:écrs has been our link to C /'129
JHall With boundless enthusiasm and /05a/ty, she has done her best to /764) us solve
Prob/cms ranging from waste Io/cbulo to finances. [t hasn't been easy, cspcczﬁa// since
ama[gama tion left us in a kind of imbo, not kno wing just who was rcslponslﬁ/c for what

over i'/7@rc.

Nancy has been ass{gncd new duties and can no /ongcr be our c/ty laison

person. Wc will miss /zcr, but welcome her rc/o/accmcnt, 5uc Bram/cy.

Gooc/ Juck in the futurc, Nancg. F Jease LccP in touch.

bl“ Nge
Chairman) NAGA
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OUTSTANDING GARDENERS

When Sﬂtvia 5tangl1¢tta, franchisee of _rhc bodg SEOP, was asked to find a way for her shop to
make a contribution to our communityt, she and her staff at bayshore 5hopping C;entrc sat down

and brainstormed. r10w could tlﬂcy come up with a uniquc idea that was also useful and fun?

SOmconc in the group mentioned that she liked to gardcn. r"rom that germ of anidea grew a venture
that for the past two years has given scores of victims of abuse in the (jttawa areca a spare-time
activity that Providcs both pleasurc and satisfaction. Through the Communitq Resource C;cntrc‘s
Frogram Against Abusc, bayshorc Bociy 5}'10;? stalt members donate an average of four hours of

aid work time per week to planning, planting and reaping the benetits of their Viewmount carden
P P P & P S ping &

Plot. Shclter residents and workers are also invited take part in the activities.

T_his summer, this group of dedicated growers decided to Plant a"salsa garden“. A" the Plants could
be used to make the tangy, Sjct sPicy, I\/‘cxican delicac9 and the results were distributed to a local
shelter. 59!Via and her l‘msband, Fatrick, made the salsa and Packaged it using containers kixwdly
donated })9 Brown's lnchcndent Grocers in Stittsvi”e. T—hcir home must have smelled heavcnlfj for

a *:CW &ags.

It is seltless persons like the women and gent[emcn at _rhc Bodg 5hop in Bagshore who make us all

Proud' of our Association. Thanks and congratu‘ations, gals and guqs!

Community Gardens in Ottawa

Good news! On 27 October 2004, City Council approved the Community Gardening Program
Action Plan put forward by the Community Garden Network in consultation with the Gloucester
Allotment Garden Association and the Nepean Allotment Garden Association. In generadl, it
commits the city to endorsing and promoting community gardens.

NAGA retained all of the city support it now enjoys:
e access to and maintenance of our underground water system
e access to the city group liability coverage (NAGA pays)
e garbage pick up; spring and fall tilling and plowing (NAGA pays for filling & plowing)
e city staff licison (Sue Bramley who replaces Nancy Rooyakkers)

if you wish to see the complete plan, contact Bill Nye {723-0320) or email: thenyes@rogers.com.

You may be interested finding out more about the Community Garden Network by viewing
their website: www .flora.org




